GUIDE  FOR  GROUP  AND  SEPTEMBER  30  1943 
BRANCH  DISCUSSION 

ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY,  KING  STREET,  LONDON 


WHERE  DOES 
BRITAIN  STAND? 

mfflS  outline  has  been  produced  to  help  members  to  get  the  best  results  from 
a  discussion  of  Comrade  Pollitt’s  new ,  pamphlet,  “  Where  Does  Britain 
Stand?” 


THE  BACKGROUND 

Last  10  years  has  been  struggle  be¬ 
tween  fascism  and  the  forces  of  progress. 
German  monopoly  capitalists  put  Hitler 
in  power  to  destroy  the  progressive 
movement  in  Germany,  and  to  organise 
war  for  German  imperialist  domination 
of  the  world.  Powerful  sections  of  the 
British  ruling  class  encouraged  fascism 
as  a  barrier  to  progress  and  as  a  weapon 
against  socialism,  particularly  in  Soviet 
Union. 

The  progressive  movement  in  Britain 
Was  hindered  by  policy  of  Labour 
leadership,  which  prevented  unity  against 
Chamberlain’s  appeasement  policy.  The 
Communist  Party  was  not  strong  enough 
to  win  Labour  Movement  for  unity. 

Why  was  Alliance  with  Russia  formed 
in  1941? 

Anglo-American  imperialists  saw  an 
Alliance  with  Russia  as  essential  to  pre¬ 
vent  German  world  domination.  Since 
then  there  has  been  continual  struggle 
between  sections  standing  for  firm  unity 
with  Russia  (sections  of  ruling  class  and 
the  majority  of  the  people)  and  sections 
standing  for  breaking  up  the  Alliance 
with  Russia,  and  doing  a  deal  with 
fascism. 

The  length  of  the  war,  the  character 


of  the  peace,  and  the  future  of  mankind, 
all  depend  on  the  outcome  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  pressure  on  the  Government  from 
those  who  stand  for  full  Alliance  with 
Russia  and  real  National  Unity  in 
Britain,  as  against  the  pressure  of  those 
who  are  opposing  or  weakening  these. 

THE  PRESENT  SITUATION 

Comrade  Pollitt  calls  this  a  splendid, 
but  dangerous,  moment  in  world  history. 

What  is  the  main  difference  between 
Russian  and  British  strategy? 

Russian — speedy  finish  to  war;  full 
use  of  anti-fascist  peoples ;  the 
“mounting  offensive”  of  following 
each  blow  against  enemy  with  a 
stronger  blow ;  driving  straight  to 
fascist  stronghold. 

British — a  longer  war ;  only  partial  use 
of  anti-fascist  peoples;  “peripheral 
warfare”  of  lopping  off  bits  of 
enemy  Europe,  one  piece  at  a  time. 

What  are  results  of  lack  of  combined 
strategy? 

Victories  not  decisive;  war  is  pro¬ 
longed  ;  complications  between  the 
United  Nations. 

{Quote  Churchill,  May  19,  at  Washing¬ 
ton  :  “  It  is  in  the  dragging  out  of  the 


war  at  enormous  expense  till  the  demo¬ 
cracies  are  tired  or  bored  or  split,  that 
the  MAIN  hope  of  Germany  and  Japan 
must  now  reside.”) 

THE  POSITION  IN  ITALY 

Britain  is  proud  of  the  5th  and  8th 
Armies.  We  are  confident  they  can  do 
the  job  they  have  been  set.  Their  task 
would  be  easier  and  quicker,  with  fewer 
sacrifices,  if  the  second  front  were 
opened  in  Western  Europe.  (Quote  Max 
Werner,  famous  military  commentator, 
“Reynolds,”  Sept.  26:  “The  Allied 
forces  in  the  Mediterranean  are  only 
about  one-third  of  those  concentrated  in 
ihe  British  Isles.”) 

Why  are  there  difficulties  greater  than 
expected  in  Italy? 

1.  The  policy  of  allowing  Italy  to 
“  stew  in  its  own  juice,”  helped 
Hitler,  not  the  United  Nations. 

2.  Failure  to  take  Genoa. 

3  Failure  to  use  anti-fascist  movement 
in  North  Italy  (Turin,  Milan,  etc.), 
but  reliance  on  Badoglio  and  the 
king. 

4.  Absence  of  second  front  enables 
Hitler  to  fight  delaying  action  in 
Italy. 

THE  POSITION  IN  RUSSIA 

We  do  not  minimise  the  help  (arms, 
the  bombing,  the  Navy,  the  offensives  in 
North  Africa,  etc.)  which  Britain  and 
America  have  given.  Nor  should  we 
permit  anyone  to  minimise  the  help 
which  Russia  has  given  to  us.  But  this 
is  not  the  issue.  The  question  is:  Are 
we  fully  utilising  the  opportunities  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Russian  victories  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  speedy  end? 

What  is  the  significance  of  the  Russian 
victories? 

1.  The  July  German  offensive  was  the 
biggest  ever,  bigger  even  than 
Stalingrad.  It  was  defeated. 

2.  The  initiative  has  been  in  Russian 
hands  since  then. 


3.  Since  July,  against  230  Nazi 
divisions,  the  Red  Army  has  broken 
through  the  main  German  lines  and 
is  approaching  the  borders. 

4.  Territory  from  which  the  Germans 
hoped  to  get  coal,  iron  and  food, 
have  been  taken  from  them. 

5.  If  60  divisions  are  drawn  off  the 
Russian  front,  victory  could  be  won 
in  1943. 

THE  SECOND  FRONT 

Quote  Churchill,  Parliament,  Sept.  21 : 
Africa,  Sicily  and  Italy  is  the  “  third 
front.”  “  The  second  front  already  exists 
potentially  .  .  .  but  has  not  yet  been 
engaged.”  Again,  “  The  ‘second  front 
exists  ...  It  has  not  yet  opened,  been 
thrown  into  play,  but  the  time  will 
come.” 

This  means  that  everything  is  ready 
for  the  second  front,  men,  materials, 
shipping,  aircraft. 

Why  has  the  second  front  not  been 
“  thrown  into  play  ”? 

(Note :  Comrade  Pollitt  dealt  at  great 
length  with  the  reasons  for  this.  Amplify 
these  notes  by  reference  to  the  pamphlet. 
Take  care  not  to  lump  all  the  factors 
together,  but  notice  how  Comrade  Pollitt 
carefully  distinguishes  between  them.) 

1.  Reactionary  sections  who  want 
Hitler’s  destruction,  but  would  like 
Germany  and  Russia  to  exhaust 
each  other  to  leave  Europe  safe  for 
British  and  U.S.  capitalism. 

2.  Pressure  from  Fifth  Column  for 
negotiated  peace  with  fascism. 

3.  The  feeling  that  Hitler  is  no  longer 
the  main  danger — now  turn  to 
Japan. 

4.  disruption  of  National  Unity  by 
employers,  who  were  ready  to  co¬ 
operate  with  workers  in  1941  to 
save  their  own  skins,  but  now  aim 
to  end  co-operation. 

5.  Desire  by  monopoly  capitalists  for 
victory  that  has  no  progressive  poli¬ 
tical  consequences ;  hence  delay  and 
provocation  of  workers. 


{  LIBRARY 

|  UNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


6.  Widespread  tendency  to  win  war  at 
expense  of  other  people. 

Can  bombing  alone  replace  second 
front? 

1.  Time  works  against  the  bomber. 

2.  After  all  our  bombing,  German 
production  is  down  by  only  10  per 
cent  (Mr.  Harry  Hopkins,  Roose¬ 
velt’s  confidential  adviser). 

3.  Because  we  had  time,  we  found  the 
answer  to  the  U-boat  attacks. 
Similarly,  given  time,  Germany  can 
find  answer  to  bombing. 

Failure  of  this  theory  prolongs  the  war. 
We  cannot  make  experiments  while 
milions  in  Europe  are  suffering,  and 
when  future  of  British  people  is  at 
stake. 

The  Munich  policy  counted  on  sacri¬ 
ficing  other  countries,  such  as  China, 
Abyssinia,  Spain,  Czechoslovakia  and 
Russia,  to  fascism.  It  led  to  suffering 
for  British  people,  and  great  peril.  Must 
be  on  guard  against  a  policy  which  can 
make  us  pay  an  even  heavier  price  in 
the  future. 

Conclusion:  Second  front  is  delayed 
by  political  pressure  from  reactionary 
sections,  using  also  complacency  of 
other  sections.  Therefore  we  must 
organise  counter-pressure  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment  from  progressive  sections,  and 
rouse  the  people  from  letting  things 
drift. 

THE  HOME  FRONT 

Why  is  there  so  much  unrest,  lowering 
morale,  developing  disunity? 

1 .  The  very  success  of  the  fight  against 
fascism  has.  created  the  feeling  that 

*  the  “  war  is  as  good  as  won.” 
Therefore  employers  show  their 
teeth ;  “  soak  ’em  now  ”  viewpoint 
amongst  workers. 

2.  Government’s  inaction  against  pro¬ 
vocative  employers,  and  release  of 
prominent  fascists  from  internment, 
plays  into  hands  of  Fifth  Column. 

3.  Inequality  of  sacrifice — not  one 
drastic  measure  against  capital  or 


property  as  promised  by  Attlee  in 
1940.  No  employers  sent  to  prison 
for  infringement  E.W.O. 

4.  Absence  second  front  (workers  feel 
suspicious,  out  of  step  with  Rus¬ 
sians,  unenthusiastic  because  arms 
already  made  stand  idle,  ffeel  that 
war  is  being  dragged  out). 

The  Communist  Party  calls  for  the 
greatest  production,  support  for  all 
measures  necessary  to  win  the  war,  and 
for  avoidance  of  all  breaks  in  produc¬ 
tion,  however  provocative  the  employers. 

But  at  same  time,  Communist  Party 
warns  Government  to  put  an  end  to 
employers’  provocation  and  inequalities 
of  sacrifice.  Wages  must  be  safeguarded, 
taxes  more  equitable,  transference  organ¬ 
ised  better. 

WHAT  CAN  SECOND 
FRONT  ACHIEVE? 

1.  Shorten  the  war  (by  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  such  an  offensive  that  will 
compel  Hitler  to  divide  his  main 
forces  on  the  Russian  front,  give 
the  United  Nations  superiority  in 
both  East  and  West  Europe,  and 
thus  bring  speedy  victory). 

2.  Reduce  the  casualties.  (Quote 
Major  General  Lewis  Brereton, 
Commander  of  the  United  States 
Army  Forces  in  the  Middle  East: 
“  Speaking  strictly  from  a  military 
viewpoint  and  not  taking  in  political 
or  humanitarian  considerations,  I 
believe  we  must  continue  driving 
straight  at  the  centre  of  Germany 
without  deviation.  Lopping  off 
arms  such  as  Italy  and  the  Balkan 
peninsula  would  be  a  process  which 
in  itself  would  serve  to  protract  the 
war  effort.” — “  Reynolds,’  Sept. 
26.) 

3.  Fulfil  our  role  as  real  Allies  of 
Soviet  Union,  thereby  cementing 
friendship  of  British  and  Soviet 
peoples  for  the  future. 

4.  Lay  basis  for  future  progress  here 
and  in  Europe. 


Why  should  the  second  front  be 
opened  now? 

1 .  Best  support  for  our  forces  in  Italy. 

2.  Utilise  anti-fascist  movement  in 
Europe. 

3.  Take  advantage  of  opportunity  pre¬ 
sented  by  Red  Army  victories. 

4.  Everything  exists  for  the  second 
front. 

Summary 

Twenty  years  hostility  to  the  Soviet 
Union  brought  about  the  war.  Con¬ 
tinued  absence  second  front  can  intensify 
divisions,  and  bring  a  peace  that  would 
waste  the  sacrifices  and  place  the  future 
of  British  people  in  hazard. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  second  front 
can  achieve  a  real  Peoples’  Peace,  lay 
the  basis  for  progress,  and  by  making 
firm  ties  with  Russia,  guarantee  preven¬ 
tion  future  wars. 


WHAT  TO  DO 

1.  Build  up  confidence  in  Labour 
Movement.  (Bring  out  the  way- 
Labour  dominates  in  numbers  and 
organisation  in  industry,  pits, 

'  armed  forces.  Labour  produced  the 
arms.  Labour  made  possible  supply 
of  .arms  to  Russia.  Labour  trans¬ 
formed  British  armed  strength  in 
period  between  Dunkirk  and  now. 
Labour  is  on  march — see  victories 
Canadian  and  Australian  elections.) 

2.  Fight  defeatism  (an  army  which 
thinks  it  cannot  win  is  beaten  be¬ 
fore  the  battle). 

3.  Recognise  successes  gained  so  far 
because  of  policy  of  international 
unity  against  fascism. 

4.  Understand  tremendous  possibilities 
before  peoples  if  speedy  end  to  war 
(freedom  for  Labour  Movement  on 
Continent  means  added  strength  for 
British  Labour  against  monopolists ; 
opening  second  front  means  shat¬ 


tering  defeat  for  Fifth  Column  in 
Britain  and  stronger  position  for 
Labour  to  go  forward  with  progres¬ 
sive  aims  after  war). 

5.  Explain  everywhere  what  the  lessons 
are.  Rouse  the  Labour  Movement 
to  full  understanding  and  sense  of 
strength.  Win  conviction  “  we  are 
many  they  are  few  ”  in  ability  to 
win  correct  policy. 

6.  Recruit  to  the  Trade  Unions.  Cam¬ 
paign  for  100  per  cent  payment 
political  levy.  All  T.U.  branches  to 
be  represented  on  Trades  Councils. 

The  policy  to  win 

1.  Second  front  in  Western  Europe 
now. 

2.  Three  Power  Conference,  but  not 
as  an  alibi  for  delay. 

3.  Unified  strategy. 

4.  Strengthen  Government  with  anti¬ 
fascists  from  Labour  Movement 

5.  Intensify  fight  against  Fifth  Colnmn. 

6.  Protect  workers’  standards,  and  end 
inequality  of  sacrifice. 

7.  Strengthen  Unity  between  Allies, 
particularly  Soviet. 

8.  End  the  absenteeism  in  Parliament 

9.  Build  the  Communist  Party  (aim  for 
100,000  members  by  end  of  year. 
Show  how  necessary  this  is  to 
strengthen  whole  Labour  Move¬ 
ment.  Show  that  if  Communist 
Party,  with  its  present  membership 
is  able  to  do  so  much,  what  could 
it  not  do  with  100,000  members! 
How  much  harder  for  the  Fifth 
Column  to  wriggle  and  delay.  How 
much  stronger  would  the  working 
class  be  to  .expose  reactionary  em¬ 
ployers  and  win  stronger  Govern¬ 
ment  control  over  industry.  How 
much  more  powerful  will  we  be, 
after  the  war,  to  overcome  vested 
interests,  build  a  country  with 
security,  freedom,  full  employment, 
and  take  speedy  steps  towards  our 
goal  of  socialism.) 
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